Arborist Licensing Exam

e (Consists of three parts: the Written Exam, the Tree ID Exam and the Oral Exam

e Each exam is given and graded separately

e The written exam is given through the state's e-licensing system and consists of 150
multiple choice questions that cover arboricultural knowledge and pesticide safety

e The Tree ID and Oral Exams are in person and by invitation after you pass the written exam

DEEP Arborist Exam details: https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Pesticides/Arborist/Commercial-Arborist-License

This web page also has the full list of trees, insects, diseases and non-parasitic conditions.

Identification, Diagnosis and Tree Biology

The applicant should:

a.

g.
Treatment

be able to identify all common trees found in the region in their summer and winter
condition, including but not limited to, those listed on the web page;

know the normal healthy form of the tree and its appearance and rate of growth
under normal and abnormal conditions;

know the suitability of trees to different sites;

know the factors involved in maintaining tree health and appearance and how to
anticipate and control or prevent damage from various causes;

understand the functions of the various parts of the tree, such as leaves, bark, wood,
roots, etc. and be able to determine if these functions are being properly performed;
recognize the symptoms and causal agents responsible for injuries, abnormalities and
weaknesses, including, but not limited to, those listed below; and

know the relative susceptibility of different tree species to injurious agents.

The applicant should be able to determine and perform the correct and proper treatment to
improve the conditions of any tree. The applicant should know the currently accepted standard
practices of arboriculture. This requires knowledge of:

a.

b.

Tree surgery. The applicant should know the currently accepted standard practices for
pruning, bracing, cabling, treating cavities, treatment of girdling roots and other
disorders. The applicant should know the tools used for treatment, as well as the
strength of such materials as synthetic fiber ropes, steel cable, eyebolts and lag hooks.
Tree nutrition. The applicant should know the essential chemical elements for tree
growth and survival, whether they are obtained from the air or soil, how the tree takes
them up, those that are likely to be deficient and the factors affecting

deficiencies. Knowledge of tree fertilization is also required, including how to
determine deficiencies of essential elements and how, when, and in what amounts to
apply treatments if needed. The applicant should know the significance of soil pH; how
it affects nutrient availability and tree growth and how to modify pH in the soil if
necessary. The applicant should have a basic understanding of the association of
mycorrhizae fungi with tree roots.



c. Control of insects, diseases and disorders. The applicant should know precisely when
and how to control and treat the insects, diseases and disorders listed in the tables on
the DEEP website. When pesticides are to be applied, an applicant should know the
proper use and type of material to use consistent with state and federal pesticide
laws. An applicant must know the basic safety and handling rules for pesticide use
contained in the Pesticide Applicator Training Manual, as well as restrictions on
pesticide use imposed by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
(DEEP). The applicant should know the basic principles of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) and how to apply these principles to plant health care in
arboriculture.

Operational Practices

The applicant should know:

a. safety rules to be followed in tree work to protect workers, the public, and the
environment;

b. how to recognize electrical hazards and what safe working distances are from them;

c. types of insurance that protect tree workers, the public, property and the
environment; and

d. Connecticut laws and regulations pertaining to arboriculture and commercial pesticide
application.

e. Arborists are required to register their business. The Pesticide Application Business
Registration now includes registration for arborist businesses. The Arborist or
Pesticide Application Business Registration Form is available in two formats: PDF and
Word form.

Other Uses of Pesticides

The arborist license authorizes the application of fungicides, insecticides, miticides and tree
growth regulators to fruit, shade and ornamental trees only. Additional certification is required
for commercial application of pesticides to control diseases, weeds, insects and related pests, in
turf, ornamental shrubs, or any other crop or site. For example: ornamental and turf certification
(category 3a) is required for tick applications; right-of-way certification (category 6) is required for
control of brush and weeds along roadsides or right-of-ways; aquatic pest control (category 5) is
required for control of vegetation in any water bodies within the state.

e-licensing Registration:

To login go to: https://www.elicense.ct.gov

If you do not have an account, you must create one

Once you register for the exam, it will be a day or two before DEEP verifies your credentials.
Once DEEP has your application the OK, you may take the exam anytime, day or night, at
your choosing.

There is a $200 fee for taking the written exam, plus a $21 service fee to the company that
gives the exam. There are not additional charges for the Tree ID or Oral Exams.




