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What does the O & A Horizon look like in: 
• Pioneer Stage 

• Intermediate Stage 

• Climax Stage 

WHY? 
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The more intense the 
lawns and 
landscapes are 
managed, the more 
compacted the soils 
become – requiring 
more intense 
management to 
aerate soils for trees. 
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Soil compaction is the most prevalent of all soil constraints on shade and street tree 
growth. Every place where humans and machines exist, and the infrastructures that 
support them are built, soil compaction is present.   
 
Soil compaction is a fact of life for trees and for tree health care providers.  
Unfortunately, prevention and correction procedures are not readily used nor 
recognized for their value. 
 
Dr. Kim Coder; Soil  Compaction  Stress  &  Trees: Symptoms, Measures, Treatment 
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Without pore space, the necessary soil biology needed for 
decomposition and nutrient release for the plants is limited or non-

existent 



Arboriculture Below Ground/ Tree Health Care 
Roots Up! 

 
Arborcology LLC; Tree Preservation Specialists & Consulting 

 



Arboriculture Below Ground/ Tree Health Care 
Roots Up! 

 
Arborcology LLC; Tree Preservation Specialists & Consulting 

 


